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Introduction

• Overview
• Foreign Law 
• Comparative and International Law 



Definitions

• Foreign Law: the domestic law of any country other than the 
United States.

• Comparative Law: The study of similarities and differences 
between the laws of two or more countries, or between two or 
more legal systems.

• International Law: Encompasses two different areas
– Public International Law governs the relations between 

national states.
– Private International Law are the rules and practices 

which governs controversies involving the law of more 
than one state and how foreign judgments are enforced.

**Definitions taken from How to Find the Law, 9th ed., by Morris 
L.Cohen, Robert C. Berring and Kent C. Olson



Foreign Law Research

• Getting Started

– What type of legal system is in place?
• Civil law or common law

– Basic Reference Interview Questions
• Are you looking for a specific code section, a 

constitution, general information or overview
• Complete text or just a summary
• Dates
• Etc.



Foreign Law Research

• Guides and Overviews

– Foreign Law: Current Sources of Codes and Basic Legislation 
in Jurisdictions of the World, Thomas H. Reynolds & Arturo A. 
Flores, AALL Publication Series, no. 33, Littleton, CO: Fred B. 
Rothman & CO., 1989 - .  Available online at: 
http://www.foreignlawguide.com/. 

– Modern Legal Systems Cyclopedia, Ed. Kenneth Robert 
Redden, Buffalo, NY: William S. Hein & Co., 1984 - .

– Introduction to Foreign Legal Systems, Ed. Richard A. Danner 
& Marie-Louise H. Bernal, Sponsored by the American 
Association of Law Libraries, New York, NY: Oceana, 1994.

– Legal Systems of the World: a Political, Social, and Cultural 
Encyclopedia, Ed. Herbert M. Kritzer, Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-
CLIO, 2002. 

– World Legal Systems, University of Ottawa, Faculty of Law
http://www.droitcivil.uottawa.ca/world-legal-systems/eng-
monde.php.

http://www.foreignlawguide.com/
http://www.droitcivil.uottawa.ca/world-legal-systems/eng-monde.php
http://www.droitcivil.uottawa.ca/world-legal-systems/eng-monde.php
http://www.droitcivil.uottawa.ca/world-legal-systems/eng-monde.php


Foreign Law Research

•World Legal Systems





Foreign Law Research

• Additional Resources

– Accidental Tourist on the New Frontier: An Introductory 
Guide to Global Legal Research, Eds. Jeanne Rehberg & 
Radu D. Popa, Littleton, CO: F.B. Rothman, 1998.

– Germain’s Transnational Law Research: A Guide for 
Attorneys, Claire M. Germain, Ardsley-on-Hudson, NY: 
Transnational Juris Publications, Inc., 1991– .

– International Law Digest, Martindale-Hubbell Law 
Directory, Summit, NJ: Martindale-Hubbell, 1993- .

– Szladits’ Bibliogprahy on Foreign and Comparative Law, 
Ed. Vratislav Pechota, New York, NY: Parker School of 
Foreign and Comparative Law, Columbia University: 
Oceana, 1990- .  



Foreign Law Research

• Compilations

– Constitutions of the Countries of the World: A Series of 
Updated Texts, Constitutional Chronologies and Annotated 
Bibliographies, Eds. A.P. Blaustein and G.H. Flanz, Dobbs 
Ferry, NY: Oceana Publications, 1971- . Available online 
at: http://www.oceanalaw.com.

– Commercial Laws of the World, Ormond Beach, FL: Foreign 
Tax Law Publisher, Inc., 1976- .  Available online at: 
http://ria.thomson.com/foreignlaw/.

– Comparative Environmental Law and Regulation, Ed. 
Nicholas A. Robinson, Dobbs Ferry, NY: Oceana 
Publications, 1996- . 

– Copyright Laws and Treaties of the World, Paris, United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
and the Bureau of National Affairs, Washington, 1956- .  

http://www.oceanalaw.com/
http://ria.thomson.com/foreignlaw/


Foreign Law Research

• Compilations 

– International Law Reports, London: Butterworth & Co., 
1956- . 

– International Legal Materials, DC: American Society of 
International Law,  1962- . Available online at: Lexis, 
Westlaw, and Hein Online. 

– Tax Laws of the World, Ormond Beach, FL: Foreign Tax 
Law Association, 1964- . Available online at: 
http://ria.thomson.com/foreignlaw/ .

http://ria.thomson.com/foreignlaw/


Foreign Law Research

• Country Specific Resources

– Check Catalogs for specific publications
• Subject Searching Examples:

– Legal Research—Mexico
– Law—Mexico—Bibliography 
– Investments, Foreign—Law and legislation—Mexico

• The Mexican legal system, Francisco A. Avalos, 2nd ed. 
Littleton, CO: F.B. Rothman, 2000.

• Doing Business and Investing in Mexico, 
Pricewaterhouse Coopers, New York: Pricewaterhouse 
Coopers LLP, 2001- .



Foreign Law Research

• Country Specific Resources

– Check Country Guides
• Foreign Law: Current Sources of Codes and Basic Legislation 

in Jurisdictions of the World, Thomas H. Reynolds & Arturo A. 
Flores, AALL Publication Series, no. 33, Littleton, CO: Fred B. 
Rothman & CO., 1989 - . Available online at:  
http://www.foreignlawguide.com/. 

• FLARE – Foreign Legal Research
http://ials.sas.ac.uk/flare/flare.htm

• International Legal Research, LLRX.com
http://www.llrx.com/category/1050

• Collections of Guides, Foreign Laws on the Web, Georgetown 
University School of Law Library  
http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/intl/research.htm

– Check Subject Compilations 
• Example: Commercial Laws of the World, Book 15 - Mexico

http://www.foreignlawguide.com/
http://ials.sas.ac.uk/flare/flare.htm
http://www.llrx.com/category/1050
http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/intl/research.htm


Foreign Law Research

• International Legal Research, LLRX.com





Foreign Law Research
• Working with Specific Citations

– Legal Abbreviations

• Bieber’s Dictionary of Legal Abbreviations: a Reference Guide for 
Attorneys, Legal Secretaries, Paralegals, and Law Students, Mary Miles 
Prince, 5th ed. Buffalo, NY: W.S. Hein, 2001. 

• The Bluebook: a Uniform System of Citation,  18th ed., Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard Law Review Association, 2005. (see Rule 20 and Table 2)

• Index to Legal Citations and Abbreviations, Donald Raistrick, 2nd ed., 
London; New York: Bowker-Saur, 1993.

• Guide to Foreign and International Legal Citations, 1st ed., Journal of 
International Law and Politics, New York, N.Y.: New York University, 
2006.  LC CALL NO. KF89 .G85 2006
< http://www.law.nyu.edu/journals/jilp/Final%20GFILC%20pdf.pdf >

• Noble’s Revised International Guide to the Law Reports, Scott Noble, 
1998 Ed., Etobicoke, Ont.: Nicol Island Pub., 1998.

• World Dictionary of Legal Abbreviations, Eds. Igor I. Kavass and Mary 
Miles Prince, Buffalo, NY: W.S. Hein, 1991- .

http://www.law.nyu.edu/journals/jilp/Final GFILC pdf.pdf


Foreign Law Research
• Guide to Foreign and International Legal Citations, 

NYU School of Law





Foreign Law Research
• Periodicals - Indexes and Databases

– Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals, Berkeley, CA: 
University of California Press for the American Assoc. of 
Law Libraries, issued quarterly, 1960- .  Electronic 
access available.

– Hein Online, http://www.heinonline.org
(see International and Non-U.S. Law Journals library)

– Index to Legal Periodicals and Books, Bronx, NY: H.W. 
Wilson Co., 1994- . Electronic access available.

– Current Law Index, Los Altos, CA: Information Access 
Corp, issued monthly,  1980- .  Electronic access 
available.

– Szladits’ Bibliography on Foreign and Comparative Law, 
Ed. Vratislav Pechota, New York, NY: Parker School of 
Foreign and Comparative Law, Columbia University: 
Oceana, 1990- .

http://www.heinonline.org/


Foreign Law Research

• Dictionaries

– Dahl’s Law Dictionary, (French-English; Spanish-
English), Buffalo, New York: W.S. Hein.

– Elsevier's Legal Dictionary: in English, German, French, 
Dutch, and Spanish, compiled by D.C. van Hoof, D. 
Verbruggen, and C.H. Stoll, 1st ed., Amsterdam; New 
York: Elsevier, 2001.

– Faruqi’s Law Dictionary: English-Arabic, 5th rev. ed.
Beirut: Librairie du Liban, 2005.

– Legal Dictionary in Four Languages (Dutch, English, 
French, and German), Antwerpen: MAKLU, 1995.

– West’s Law and Commercial Dictionary in Five 
Languages: Definitions of the Legal and Commercial 
Terms and Phrases of American, English and Civil Law 
Jurisdictions, St. Paul, MN: West Pub. Co., 1985.



Foreign Law Research

• Web Resources (general):

– Foreign Collections by Jurisdiction, NYU School of Law Library  
http://www.law.nyu.edu/library/foreign_intl/country.html

– Foreign Law Translations, University of Texas Institute for 
Transnational Law
http://www.utexas.edu/law/academics/centers/transnational/w
ork/

– Foreign Laws on the Web, Georgetown University School of Law 
Library 
http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/foreign/find_laws.cfm#jurisdicti
on

– Guide to Law Online, Law Library of Congress
http://www.loc.gov/law/guide

http://www.law.nyu.edu/library/foreign_intl/country.html
http://www.utexas.edu/law/academics/centers/transnational/work/
http://www.utexas.edu/law/academics/centers/transnational/work/
http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/foreign/find_laws.cfm#jurisdiction
http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/foreign/find_laws.cfm#jurisdiction
http://www.loc.gov/law/guide


Foreign Law Research
• Guide to Law Online





Foreign Law Research

• Web Resources (general):

– Government Gazettes Online, University of Michigan
http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/gazettes/

– Global Legal Information Network, Law Library of Congress
http://www.glin.gov

– Multinational Collections Database, Law Library of Congress
http://www.loc.gov/mulp/

http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/gazettes/
http://www.glin.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/mulp/


Foreign Law Research

• Multinational Collections Database





Foreign Law Research

• Web Resources (subject):

– Collection of National Copyright Laws, UNESCO 
http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/ev.php-
URL_ID=14076&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=
201.html

– International Digest of Health Legislation, World Health 
Organization
http://www.who.int/idhl

– Natlex, International Labour Organization 
http://natlex.ilo.org

http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/ev.php-URL_ID=14076&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/ev.php-URL_ID=14076&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/ev.php-URL_ID=14076&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://www.who.int/idhl
http://natlex.ilo.org/


Foreign Law Research

National Copyright Laws, UNESCO





Foreign Law Research

• Web Resources (subscription)

– Lexis and Westlaw
• Coverage of foreign jurisdictions; consult individual 

jurisdictions for information on coverage and scope
• Secondary materials including coverage of legal 

periodicals

– Hein Online
• Treaties and secondary materials including coverage of 

legal periodicals



Foreign Law Research

• Country Overviews

– The World Factbook, CIA
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/index.html

– U.S. Department of State – Country Overviews (available 
through the Undersecretary for Political Affairs office – see 
regional bureaus for individual country information)
http://www.state.gov/p/

– Country Studies, Library of Congress
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/cshome.html

– Portals to the World, Library of Congress
http://www.loc.gov/rr/international/portals.html

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html
http://www.state.gov/p/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/cshome.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/international/portals.html


Foreign Law Research

• The World Factbook, CIA





Comparative Law

• Different types of legal systems
– Civil Law

• Brief description
• Examples: Argentina, Brazil, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, 

Lebanon, Russia, Spain, Sweden
– Common Law

• Brief description
• Examples: Australia, India, Ireland, New Zealand, U.K., U.S.

– Mixed Jurisdiction
• Common & civil law

– Examples: South Africa, Canada
• Religious & civil law

– Example: Iran
• Religious & common law

– Example: Pakistan



Comparative Law

Comparative and Foreign 
Law Guides, 

LLRX.com
http://www.llrx.com/category/1050

http://www.llrx.com/category/1050




Comparative Law

Global Legal Information Network (GLIN), 
Law Library of Congress
http://www.glin.gov/

http://www.glin.gov/








































International Law

• European Union
– Hierarchy between EU and member states – relationship
– How many countries?  25
– Which countries?  Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech 

Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sweden, The Netherlands, and United Kingdom

– The Reconciliation Process



International Law

Europa
http://europa.eu.int/

http://europa.eu.int/






















International Law

EUR-Lex: European Union Law

http://eur-lex.europa.eu

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/














International Law

• NAFTA – Canada, Mexico, & the United States
http://www.nafta-sec-alena.org/DefaultSite/index.html

• LLRX.com – International Law Guides 
http://www.llrx.com/category/857

• State Department - Treaties in Force
http://www.state.gov/s/l/treaty/treaties/

• ASIL - Electronic Information System 
for International Law
http://www.eisil.org/

• UN Treaty Database (Pay)
http://untreaty.un.org/

http://www.nafta-sec-alena.org/DefaultSite/index.html
http://www.llrx.com/category/857
http://www.state.gov/s/l/treaty/treaties/
http://www.eisil.org/
http://untreaty.un.org/


International Law

Trial of Saddam Hussein, Law Library of 
Congress

http://www.loc.gov/law/public/saddam

http://www.loc.gov/law/public/saddam


International Law

• Trial of Saddam Hussein



International Law

Global Legal Monitor, Law Library of 
Congress

http://www.loc.gov/law/public/glm/index.html

http://www.loc.gov/law/public/glm/index.html












James Madison Memorial Building, Room 201
101 Independence Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, DC 20540-3001
Phone: (202) 707-5080    
Fax: (202) 707-3585 
Hours: Monday-Saturday: 8:30 AM – 5:00 PM
E-Reference: http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/ask-law.html

Law Library of Congress
Contact Information

http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/ask-law.html
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